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whole number on the south side having been thirty-two. They
represent, exclusively, scenes from the battle of the Centaurs. Here
a bearded Centaur is carrying off a woman, whom he holds in his
powerful grasp; there, another is galloping away over the body of his
tallen enemy; another is engaged in a tierce contest with a human
foe; whilst a fourth lies slain on the field. The engraving we append
may give a faint idea of the beauty and bold design of this splendid
creation (Fig. 48). To these grand monuments of Greek art we must
add the 1'rieze of the temple of Apollo Epicurius at Bassos, near
Phigalia in Arcadia, which was discovered in 1812, and is now in the
British Museum. It represents, likewise, a series of the most vivid
scenes from the battle of the Lapithae and Centaurs. In the indi-
vidual groups and scenes of the battle, which is here completed
before our eyes, there is the same variety and animation, so that we
must ascribe it to some great artist (Fig."49).

Besides these sculptures in relief, some splendid single statues of
Centaurs have come down to us from, antiquity. Among these, the
first place must be assigned to the two Centaurs in the Capitoline
Museum. They are executed in black marble, and were found in
the villa of Hadrian at Tivoli, where so many ancient art treasures
have been brought to light.

Among the Centaurs, Chiron, who was famous alike for his
wisdom and his knowledge of medicine, deserves mention as the
preceptor of many of the heroes of antiquity. So far superior
was he to his savage kindred, both in education and manners,
that he was commonly reported to have had a different origin,
and was therefore described as a son of Cronus and Philyra,
or Phyllira, one of the Oceanids. Homer, who knew nothing
of the equine shape of the Centaurs, represents him as the most
upright of the Centaurs, and makes him the friend of Peleus and
the preceptor of the youthful Achilles, whom lie instructed in
the art of healing and gymnastic exercises. He was? moreover,
related to both these heroes, Ms daughter Endeis having been
the mother of Peleus. Subsequently, other mythical heroes
were added to the number of his pupils, such as Castor and
Poly deuces, Theseus, JSTestor, Meleager, and Diomedes. Music,
too, was now represented as a subject of his instruction, though
this is perhaps due to a misinterpretation of the name of his